Playing with Electricity - SmartMeter The Game
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The start-up company Adaptive Meter is aiming to make conserving enerdy more engaging
and fun by developing an interactive game around smart meter data. The developer
presented its prototvpe atthe Green:Met Conference hiosted by Earth2Tech in San

Francisco last week.

Adaptive Meter believes that the game will engage consumers to motivate them to consene
energy. Smart meters cetainlky offer a lot of promise but if customers don't take advantage
of the benefits their usefulness will be limited.

The deweloper previoushy designed Stickychicken, Twitterlike, and aother web applications.
The smart meter game is called Lost Joules and is centred on players hetting upon each
others' energy usage. Electricity customers will be able to choose whether or not they want
to play the game. Customers without smart meters installed can also play by betting on
whether or not customers with the devices in place are ahle to consere power.

The wirtual money playvers use in the Lost
Joules game can be exchanged for
real-world prizes, maore virtual cash, or
even real maoney, according to Adaptive
mMeter co-founders Richard Dorsey and
Danny Hu.

The goal is to encouradge energy
consumers o consene power through a
game thatis fun but is also competitive.
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“Wiouldn't it he cool if every time we

unplugoed an appliance ar flipped a AV
switch, somebody noticed?" said Dorsey

atthe presentation. "Ifvou don't have a

smart meter, the game will push you to save enerdgy. [fyou reduce your energy Use, peaple
will flock towou," Dorsey explained. Game players that congserve electricity become
valuahle hecause "investors" will receive returns on their vitual investments.

Adaptive Meter has heen developing the game for three months so far. It has created an
anline comic series to introduce the hero ofthe garme to the public. The company says a
pilat program in the warks.

Darsey said that his company is also looking for compilers of smart meter data to partner
with therm. In his presentation Dorsey mentioned Fat Spaniel, Google's Powerheter, and
amant3ynch as potential partners. All three firms have developed innovative and
easy-to-use software that supports smart grid technology.

The game is Adaptive Meter's first wventure into sustainable technology, Dorsey says the
company is open to capital investment but doesn't hawe a specific figure in mind. He said
the comparny will rmowve forssard with its stratedgy regardless if capital is raised.

The company didn't provide any details from its business plan or how it would make money
from the game. It did imply that revenaes swould be padially generated from the virtual cash
and that other money-making methods are being considered. Dorsey said that
sponsarship and advedising may he another possihility but aren't the primary methods for
revenue generation.

success ofthe game will be largely dependent on whether ar not partners can be found
that will provide smart meter data. Luis Arbulu, a member of the Google.org investment
team, sered as a judge atthe Green:Met start-up contest. He wasn't impressed with the
game's potential to become a viable produce.

“It seems like a cool feature or game rather than a sustainable product,” said Arbulu. "It
probably woudld be reallywell on top of a Facebook application or something rather than as
a [standalone game]."
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